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Special Points of 

Interest: 
 

ELEMENTARY ABC NIGHT 
Monday, August 24th, 5:00-6:30 pm 

 
MIDDLE SCHOOL 

ORIENTATION  
Monday, August 24th 
6th Grade - 6:00 pm 

7th Grade Open House - 7:00 pm 
8th Grade Open House - 7:30 pm 

 

FRESHMAN / NEW STUDENT  
HIGH SCHOOL ORIENTATION 

Monday, August 24th, 7:30-8:30 pm 

 
PARENT/TEACHER 

CONFERENCES 
Oct. 22    -  MS/HS 4:00-7:30 pm 
Oct. 22    -  K-5   4:00-7:30 pm 
Oct. 23    -  K-5   12:30-3:30 pm 

 
CHRISTMAS  BREAK 
December 21 - January 1 

 
NO SCHOOL DATES 

Sept 4 & 7           No School K-12 
Oct 19            No School K-12 
Oct 23                 Half Day K-12 
Nov 25-27          No School K-12 
Dec 18                Half Day K-12 
Dec 21 - Jan 1    No School K-12 
Jan 18                 No School K-12 
Feb 5                  Half Day K-12 
Feb 12 & 15       No School K-12 
Mar 25                Half Day K-12 
Mar 26-Apr 2     No School K-12 
Apr 26           No School K-12 
May 31               No School K-12 
June 10               Half Day (Last Day) 
 

AUGUST 2026 

FROM THE DESK OF  SUPERINTENDENT 
                    DENISE BERGSTROM... 

 
SCHOOL STARTS  
AUGUST  26th 
 HALF DAY ALL  

STUDENTS 
Elem. - 8:45-12:15 

MS/HS - 7:40 - 11:05 

Greetings Comet Families and Friends, 
 

Thankful.  Grateful.  Blessed.  These are the words that continue to come to mind 
as another school year approaches. 
 

I am incredibly thankful for the overwhelming support of our community in passing the bond proposal 
during the May 2026 election.  The funds secured through this bond will allow Hanover-Horton 
Schools to continue providing a safe, warm, and secure learning environment for our students for dec-
ades to come. 
 

While the majority of the construction will take place during the summer of 2027, the planning process 
is already well underway.  Projects include installing new boilers, replacing large sections of roofing, 
refurbishing windows, blinds, and lockers, replacing the gymnasium/cafeteria dividing wall, and up-
grading a portion of the elementary school’s cooling system.  We look forward to sharing updates with 
our community as these projects progress through each phase. 
 

As I reflect on the past year and look ahead to the next, I am equally grateful for the incredible partner-
ships that strengthen our district.  Local businesses continue to support our schools and booster organi-
zations through generous financial contributions and in-kind donations.  Churches, civic organizations, 
and service clubs consistently step forward to help meet needs both inside and outside the school day.  
We are fortunate to be surrounded by individuals who willingly share their time, talents, and expertise 
as we work together to provide the very best educational experience for our students—both in the class-
room and through enriching extracurricular opportunities. 
 

One exciting example of these partnerships is the transformation of our elementary library into a  
Dynamic Library and Learning Lab.  This innovative space will provide students with a modern, 
flexible, hands-on environment where they can read, create, build, collaborate, and innovate.  More 
than just a library, it will encourage creativity, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving 
skills that will prepare our students for an ever-changing world.  This ambitious project would not be 
possible without the support of our community, and we look forward to expanding both existing and 
new partnerships as this vision becomes a reality. 

 

All of this leads me to the word blessed.  I truly feel blessed to serve as the Superintendent of Hanover-
Horton Schools.  Our dedicated staff members are committed to preparing today’s students for the op-
portunities and challenges of tomorrow.  Our students continue to graduate with the knowledge, experi-
ences, and skills needed to pursue successful careers and lead meaningful, productive lives.  Our par-
ents and families are engaged, supportive partners in their children’s education, and our community 
consistently demonstrates its commitment to investing in our schools. 
 

The excitement is building throughout our district as we prepare to welcome students back for another 
outstanding school year.  We look forward to continuing the traditions that have made Hanover-Horton 
Schools such a special place, while embracing new ideas and opportunities for growth.  Most im-
portantly, we look forward to continuing our work together to build a brighter future—one student at a 
time.   
 

Thank you for your continued support of Hanover-Horton Schools.  We can’t wait to see everyone 
soon.  Here’s to another fantastic year of learning, growth, and Comet pride!   
 
    GO COMETS! 

Denise Bergstrom 
 

BUS ROUTES WILL BE E-MAILED TO DISTRICT FAMILIES AND ARE AVAILABLE THROUGH POWERSCHOOL 
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AUGUST:  
 
10 6:00 pm Board of Education Meeting  
17 Middle School Sports Practices Begin 
24 5:00-6:30 pm Elementary ABC Night 
 6:00-7:00 pm 6th Grade Orientation 
 7:00 7thGrade Open House 
 7:30 8th Grade Open House 
 7:30 pm Freshmen/New HS Student Orientation 
26 Students’ First Day, Half Day 
 
SEPTEMBER:  
 
4-7 No School, Labor Day Weekend 
14 6:00 pm Board of Education Meeting 
25 5:00 pm Homecoming Parade in Hanover 
 Homecoming Game, Crowning of Queen & King 
26  Homecoming Dance 
28 6:00 pm PTA Meeting at Elem 
 
 
OCTOBER:  
 
 6 School Picture Day 
 6 8:00 am Y5-2 PTA Donuts with Grownups 
 7 8:00 am 3-5 PTA Donuts with Grownups 
 7 Pupil Count Day, please be present if possible 
12 6:00 pm Board of Education Meeting 
12 6:00 pm PTA Meeting at Elem 
12-16 PTA Fall Book Fair 
16 HS End of 1st Nine Weeks 
19 No School 
22 4:00-7:30 pm Middle/High Parent/Teacher Conf. 
 4:00-7:30 pm Y5-5 Parent/Teacher Conferences 
23 Half Day All Students K-12 
   12:30-3:30 pm Y5-5 Parent/Teacher Conferences 
29 5:00 pm Elementary Fall Festival 
 
NOVEMBER:  
 
 8 12:00-2:00 pm PTA Mother/Son Bowling 
 9 School Picture Retake Day 
 9 6:00 pm Board of Education Meeting 
20 Elem & Middle School - End of 1st Trimester 
23 6:00 pm PTA Meeting at Elem 
25-27 No School - Thanksgiving Break 
 
DECEMBER: 
 
7-11 PTA Santa Shop 
10 5:00-6:30 pm PTA Cookies with Santa 
14 6:00 pm Board of Education Meeting 
16-18 High School Exams 
18 End of 1st Semester High School 
18 Half Day School All Students K-12 
21-Jan 1   No School - Christmas Break  
 
 

 
JANUARY: 
 
  4 School Resumes 
  4 6:00 pm PTA Meeting at Elem 
11 6:00 pm Board of Education Meeting 
18 No School, Staff Professional Development 
29 Snowfest Game, Crowning of Queen & King 
 
FEBRUARY: 
 
 1 6:00 pm PTA Meeting at Elem 
 4 3:00-6:00 pm Middle/High Parent/Teacher Conf. 
 4:00-7:30 pm  Y5-5 Parent/Teacher Conferences 
 5 12:30-3:30 pm Y5-5 Parent/Teacher Conferences 
 Half Day All Students K-12 
 8 6:00 pm Board of Education Meeting 
10 Pupil Count Day, please be present if possible 
12 &15 No School All Students 
20 5:00-7:00 pm PTA Daddy/Daughter Dance 
 
MARCH: 
 
 5 Elem & Middle School—End of 2nd Trimester 
 8  6:00 pm Board of Education Meeting 
15 6:00 pm PTA Meeting at Elem 
19 High School End of 3rd Nine Weeks 
25 Half Day All Students 
26-Apr 2    No School - Spring Break 
 
APRIL:    
 
 5 School Resumes 
12  6:00 pm Board of Education Meeting 
12 6:00 pm PTA Meeting at Elem 
17 10:00 am PTA Spring Color Run 
19-23 PTA Spring Book Fair 
26 No School 
 
 
MAY: 
 
10 6:00 pm Board of Education Meeting 
27 Class of 2027 Graduation 
31 No School 
 
JUNE: 
 
10    Last Day of School - Half Day 
21  6:00 pm Board of Education Meeting 
 

                                                    DATES  TO  KNOW 
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H-H CLASS OF 2026 TOP TEN 

Molly Soper 

Trinity Creery 

Maggie Soper Channing Hull 

Blake Griffis 

Aley Ketcham 

Zachary Hassenzahl 

Reed Matthews 

Lainey Griffis Chloe Beach 

H-H GRADUATING CLASS OF 2026 

Mollie Elizabeth Barber 
Chloe Katherine Beach * ++ ~ # 
Angel Nevaeh Marie Bell + 
Bryn Marie Biela * ++ # 
London Marie Paris Bilby 
Kailey Rae Blanton + 
Joshua Andrew Eric Bolton 
Daisy Jean Bowman ++ # 
Jake Anthony Bradley + 
Kennedy Ann Bugbee + 
Lexiann Elizabeth Campbell 
Bristen Milo Cekander 
Warren William Cherry * ++ 
Rilee Renee Corona 
Trinity Hail Creery ++ ~ 
Weston Andrew Dick 
Ava Ann Drennan ++ 
Andrew Jacob Fielder * ++ 
Brianna Lynn Garcia 
Haven Lane GarreƩ ++ # 
Blake David Griffis * ++ ~ 
Lainey Grace Griffis * ++  ~ 
Brooke Susan Hadley + 
Ciara Mckenzie Haines ++ 
Jaxon Dale Lee Hart 
 
 

Zachary Kevin Hassenzahl * ++ ~ 
Alexis Faith Hoover 
Channing Robert Jay Hull * ++ ~ 
Ledger Andrew Inman + 
Madelyn Paige Jordon * ++ 
Jacob Carl Kane 
Aley Skylar Ketcham * ++ ~ 
Ian MaƩhew Knoblauch * ++ 
Adam Dean Ley ++ 
Reed Allen MaƩhews * ++ ~ 
Morgan Rae Meade * ++ 
Haven Brooke Melling 
James Ryan Dean Miller 
Lukas Michael NaDell + 
Gabriel Douglas O’Connor + 
Cody Jackson Riley 
Leona Giselle Rutz + 
Cameron John Sherwood + 
Jayden Tye Siegel 
Aiden Tyler Smith 
Cameron Joshua Lynn Smith + 
John Henry Smith + 
Maggie Marie Soper * ++ ~ 
Molly Ryan Soper * ++ ~ 
DusƟn Dale Spooner 
 
 

Alyson Grace Stroede * + 
Brennan George Tamblyn + 
Bradey Cole Taylor + 
Bryant ChrisƟan Taylor * + # 
Levi Daniel Teachout + 
Kaden Frank Trepka 
Lawson William Tyler ++ 
Sydney Grace Waffle * ++ 
Keyerah Ann Wagar 
Georgia Lane Walton 
Tori Alexis Wilburn + 
Lola Julian Yeo ++ 
Holly Lynn Zantop * ++ # 
Aidan Anthony Zeffery + 
 
 
Isaac Mosley ^ 
 
 
++ Gold Honor Cord 
+   Silver Honor Cord 
*   NaƟonal Honor Society 
#   Military Cord 
~   Top Ten Graduate 
^   H-H Virtual Graduate 
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PLEASE NOTE OUR NEW ATHLETICS WEBSITE: 
 

https://websites.eventlink.com/s/hanover-horton-high-school/ 

                                        A message from…… 

                                       Athletic Director Chris VanEpps 

The 2025-26 school year was a great year to be part of Comet Athletics! Beginning in the fall with out-
standing cross country, volleyball, and football seasons (who could forget the “Miracle on Moscow?”), to 
the winter with another long MHSAA competitive cheerleading run, as well as an incredible wrestling 
district title, and finishing in the spring bringing unforgettable feats by our golfers, track and field 
runners, softball players, and a crazy shootout victory in the MHSAA districts by our girls soccer team, 
the 2025-2026 athletic school year will be tough to replicate! 

Our Comets compiled many team and individual awards this past school year, including: 

*Five Fabulous Team Cascades Conference Titles (Boys Cross Country, Football, Volleyball, 

   Competitive Cheer, Boys Track and Field) 

*Four Fantastic Team MHSAA District Titles (Football, Volleyball, Competitive Cheer, Wrestling) 

*One Outstanding Team MHSAA State Runner Up (Competitive Cheer) 

*A Whopping 57 Cascades Conference All Conference Student-Athletes 

*An Incredible 28 Student-Athletes with All State Recognition 

*One Amazing MHSAA Individual State Champion (Austyn Hocter - Wrestling - 215 lbs.) 

As you can see, Hanover-Horton Athletics are in fine shape due to the hard work and dedication of our 
student-athletes, coaching staff, and parents. With the success of last year in all three of our seasons–
fall, winter, and spring–the upcoming 2026-2027 athletic year is sure to be filled with more great com-
petition and long-lasting memories to come! Please come out and support ALL of our athletic programs 
and show your Comet Pride to these young men and women as they gear up for another spectacular 
year of outstanding accomplishments! 

Check out all of our athletic happenings on our new athletic website which can be accessed through our 
Hanover-Horton homepage under “Athletics,” or by simply using the URL found below: 

https://websites.eventlink.com/s/hanover-horton-high-school/ 

Have a great rest of your summer!  WE ARE H-H! 

Chris VanEpps 

The Hanover-Horton Athletic Department was honored to receive a very generous donation from the 
estate of Roger Ryon.  Roger graciously gifted $50,000 to be used to enhance our athletic programs and 
facilities in a manner we saw fit to benefit our student-athletes.  Roger was a proud member of the 
Hanover-Horton Class of 1955. He had a deep appreciation for his education from his school formerly 
known as “Hanover-Horton Rural Agricultural School” and enjoyed playing baseball for the Comets. We 
are incredibly grateful that Roger thought so highly of Hanover-Horton that he chose to leave this last-
ing legacy. His generosity will have a meaningful impact on our athletic programs for years to come, 
and we are honored to carry forward his commitment to supporting future generations of Comets.  



Varsity Football 
 

08/28 Hudson   7:00 
09/03 @ Vandercook Lake 7:00 
09/11 Addison (Youth Night) 7:00 
09/18 @ Napoleon  7:00 
09/25 Columbia Central  7:00 
10/02 @ Jonesville  7:00 
10/09 Leslie   7:00 
10/16-17   Cascades X-Over TBA 
10/23 SMCC (Senior Night) 7:00 
 

JV Football 
 

08/27 @ Hudson  6:00 
09/02 Vandercook Lake 6:00 
09/14 @ Addison  6:00 
09/21 Napoleon  6:00 
09/28 @ Columbia Central 6:00 
10/05 Jonesville  6:00 
10/12 @ Leslie  6:00 
10/19 TBA   6:00 
10/26 @ SMCC  6:00 
 

Cross Country 
 

08/27 Meckley’s H-H Inv 4:30 
09/02 @ Hillsdale Inv  5:00 
09/11 @ MSU Spartan Inv TBA 
09/19 @ Holly Inv  TBA 
09/22 H-H Jamboree  5:00 
09/25 @ Jackson Inv (JV) 5:30 

 

Cross Country (Cont’d) 
 
09/26 @ Jackson Inv (V) 11:20 
10/03 @ Shepherd Inv  9:00 
10/06 @ Addison Jamboree 5:00 
10/10 @ Portage Inv  9:00 
10/21 @ Cascades Conf Meet TBA 
10/30 @ Regionals  TBA 
11/2 @ Jensen Inv  TBA 
11/7 @ State Finals @ MIS TBA 

 
Varsity Volleyball 

 
08/22 @ Chelsea Inv  9:00 
08/25 Concord/LC Tri  5:00 
08/26 Manchester  6:30 
09/01 Leslie   6:30 
09/10 @ GrassLake  6:30 
09/15 Vandercook Lake 6:30 
09/19 @ Spring Arbor Inv 8:00 
09/22 @ Michigan Center 6:30 
09/29 Jonesville  6:30 
10/03 @ D3/D4 Showdown 9:00 
10/06 @ Addison  6:30 
10/10 Karen Abbott Inv 9:00 
10/13 @ Columbia Central 6:30 
10/15 Olivet/ClintonTri 5:00 
10/17 @ Coldwater Quad 9:00 
10/20 Napoleon (Sr. Night) 6:30 
10/25 @ Napoleon -  Conf Trn 9:00 
10/31 @ Bedford Spooktacular 8:00 
 
 

JV Volleyball 
 

08/19 @ Jonesville Tri  TBA 
08/21 @ Marshall Inv  5:00 
08/25 Concord/LC Tri  5:00 
08/26 Manchester  5:00 
09/01 Leslie   5:00 
09/10 @ Grass Lake  5:00 
09/12 @ Quincy Inv  9:00 
09/15 Vandercook Lake 5:00 
09/19 @ Spring Arbor  8:00 
09/22 @ Michigan Center 5:00 
09/29 Jonesville  5:00 
10/03 H-H JV Invitational 9:00 
10/06 @ Addison  5:00 
10/13 @ Columbia Central 5:00 
10/15 Olivet/Clinton Tri 5:00 
10/20 Napoleon  5:00 
10/22 @ Union City Quad 5:00 
10/27 @ Stockbridge Tri 5:00 
 

Girls Golf 
 

08/17 H-H Inv   9:00 
08/18 @ East Jackson Scramble 9:00 
08/19 @ Columbia Ctrl Jamb 1:00 
08/31 @ Napoleon Jamboree 1:00 
09/01 H-H Jamboree  1:00 
09/09 @ East Jackson Inv 9:00 
09/10 @ Vandercook Lake Jamb 1:00 
09/15 @ Jackson Co. Inv 9:30 
09/16 @ Addison Jamboree 1:00 
09/22 @ Michigan Center Jamb 1:00 
09/24 @ Grass Lake Inv 9:00 
09/29 @ Grass Lake Jamboree 1:00 
09/30 @ Conference Finals 9:00 

FALL SPORTS SCHEDULES 

SPORTS PHYSICALS 

Students MUST have a sports physical on file with the athletic office, dated on 
or after April 15, 2026, BEFORE participating in any practice or competition.   
Physical forms may be downloaded from the MHSAA website at 
www.mhsaa.com/schools/forms-resources. 
 

Homecoming Parade in Hanover - Friday, Sept. 25th, 5:00 p.m. 

Homecoming Game - Friday, Sept. 25th, 7:00 p.m. 

Crowning of the King and Queen at Halftime 

High School Homecoming Dance, Saturday, Sept. 26th 

PAGE 5 
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Together we can build something EXTRAORDINARY!  Thanks to a generous start up donation from 
our PTA of $18,000 and a matching grant from Lomar Machine and Tool, every dollar donated by 
our community and local businesses will be doubled!  Your donation goes twice as far! We are so 
grateful to our community partners for helping us create this amazing learning experience for our 
students!  
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Please welcome the following new staff members to our district! 
 
Ms. Shelby Boden will be joining our elementary staff.  She is a graduate of Hanover-Horton High 
School and Adrian College.  Shelby has previous experience teaching at Reading Community Schools. 
 
Ms. Amber Korman will also be joining our elementary school staff.  She is a graduate of Spring Arbor 
University, and completed her student teaching at H-H.  She has recently been teaching at Paragon 
Charter Academy. 
 
Mr. Phil Morgan, another H-H grad, will be teaching high school Spanish.  He and his family have recently returned to 
Michigan from out of state.  Phil has 12 years of teaching experience and has served as an athletic director and coach. 
 
Ms. Erin Pilbeam has been added to our high school staff, teaching Science.  Erin is a graduate of Eastern Michigan Uni-
versity and has recent teaching experience at Big Rapids High School. 
 
Mr. Jacob Sauber is a graduate of Hanover-Horton and Adrian College who will be teaching 2nd grade.  His previous 
teaching experience was at Jackson Preparatory and Early College, and Jake is currently our boys JV basketball coach. 
 
Mrs. Krista Scharpenberg will be returning to our district as a high school mathematics teacher.  We are happy to wel-
come her back to H-H! 
 

Meet Our New Teaching Staff! 

Student Drop-off Reminder 

Please help keep the flow of traffic moving when dropping off your student at the middle/high school complex!  Remem-
ber when entering the parking lot from Folks Rd. (Moscow Rd. is EXIT ONLY), to use the two drop-off lanes on the left 
of the median (the right two lanes are for buses only).  Have your students ready to exit quickly from the passenger side 
of  your vehicle when possible.  Stay on the right for drop-off and use the left for passing.  Please do not drop off students 
from the parking area.  All traffic must exit onto Moscow Rd. from 7:15-7:45 a.m.  Thank you! 
 

BUS ROUTES WILL BE E-MAILED TO DISTRICT FAMILIES AND ARE AVAILABLE THROUGH POWERSCHOOL 

ABC Night for the elementary is almost here!  It will take place on Monday, August 24th from 5:00-6:30 pm.  
For those who are new, ABC (Ask Before Coming) Night gives you the opportunity to come into the school, find out who your 
child’s teacher is, and meet them prior to the school year.  Teachers will have the opportunity to share any last-minute details, veri-
fy emails, phone numbers, communication procedures, and classroom rules and policies.   
We’ll have bus drivers available to share your child’s specific route.  Also available will be office and support staff, PTA, local 
community services, and youth athletics.  
Rounding out the same evening will be open houses/orientations at the middle school and high school levels.  Sixth grade orienta-
tion will begin at 6:00 pm, seventh grade open house will begin at 7:00 pm, and eighth grade open house will begin at 7:30 pm. 
In the high school, freshman/new student orientation will take place starting at 7:30 pm.  Middle and high school orientations will 
take place in their respective gyms.   
Administration will be on hand to go over student rules and expectations and to answer any questions that parents or students may 
have as students transition to the next grade level.  Don’t forget to mark your calendars for this important evening! 

ABC  NIGHT AND OPEN HOUSES 
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FOOTBALL:  All Region - Austyn Hocter, Adam Ley, Reed Matthews 

All State - Adam Ley, Kolin Griffiths, Reed Matthews, Connor Willbee 

Regional Coach of the Year - David Messer 

 

VOLLEYBALL:  All Region - Mollie Barber, Brynn deGlee, Quinn Knoblauch, Molly Soper 

All State - Mollie Barber, Brynn deGlee, Molly Soper 

 

COMPETITIVE CHEER:  All State - Paisley Birch, Vivian Foote, Aley Ketcham, Maya Mason, Jayda Moore,  

Renee Rogriguez, Brynlee Swihart, Sydney Waffle, Lola Yeo 

 

GIRLS BASKETBALL:  All State - Molly Soper 

 

WRESTLING:  All State - A.J. Fielder, Austyn Hocter 

 

BOYS TRACK:  All State - Brodey Bially, Grant Bulgrien, Cooper Flick, Wyatt Hassenzahl, Austyn Hocter, Rudy Lowry, 
J.J. Russ, Chad Tyson 

 

 

Regional and State Recognition 

Hanover-Horton Elementary School 

131 Fairview St. 

Hanover, MI  49241 

Phone 517-563-0103 

Hanover-Horton Middle School 

10000 Moscow Rd. 

Horton, MI  49246 

Phone 517-563-0102 

Hanover-Horton High School 

10000 Moscow Rd. 

Horton, MI  49246 

Phone 517-563-0101 


